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Notes: 1 

Composer’s Note 

 

This piece is made of extremely soft, nearly-silent material. The delicacy of the material serves to create a constant feeling 
of vulnerability, at once austere and intimate. The sounds resulting from this delicacy will often feel and sound very 
unstable, hovering between purity and disintegration, at the very edge of audibility. That unstable vulnerability should 
be embraced. An unstable, breaking sound is always preferable to a stable, stronger one.  
 
This piece was inspired by a series of collage poems by Susan Howe, from her collection “Tom Tit Tot.” Though not a 
setting of the poetry, Howe’s use of superimposition, obfuscation, and erasure influenced the process of writing the piece 
and its final aesthetic.  
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